Cape Times: These graphic encounters will uplift your soul
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These graphic encounters will uplift your soul
September 07, 2006 Edition 1

Melvyn Minnaar

Exhibitions: MARIEKE KRUGER at Bell-Roberts; LAURINA
PAPERINA at Erdmann; various at 34 Long - until Saturday.

What these shows share is just really that good feeling - a lift of
spirit - that fine, clever and original imaging brings to a perceptive
viewer.

That may well be for different, alternative and even complicated
reasons, as you hop from one show to the next, with all these being
within easy reach in the CBD.

Take, for example, Kruger's presentation, monumentally heavy with
media mix and even weightier title: To a Promised Land. (Like
Ralph Borland's recent, odd Promised Land at Blank Projects, it
manifests a solipsistic need for plenty of explanation and
indulgence in accompanying artist's text.)

Among Kruger's numerous showpieces are two very large, operatic

. . drawings in charcoal, pastel and ink on manipulated paper.

Gritty and dense, bristling with energy and expressive, surehanded
conviction, they are reminiscent of stage backdrops or call to mind
preparatory sketches for impressionist religious murals.

For all their graphic ingenuity and suss, they invade so much
surrounding physical space that the biblical titles and artist's
"decoding" hardly matter.
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